
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA . _ . 
C I V I L . . J \ E T I O L T A * U T I C S 'BOARD ; ' ' "\ " • 

' W A S H I N G T O N , B.C.- • 

C i v i l Air. .Regulations Amendment. 6^JJL*m**»* 
< (- , • ' ' '~~ Effective: "Hay 1", 19.48 ' 

Adopted* March 29, 19 4 8 

FLIGHT' RECORDERS F O R SCHEDULED AIR CARRIER OPERATIONS' 

Section 6 l . 3 l { 2 * of * the C i v i l A i r Regulations requires that a f t e r June 3 0 , 
I9I48, a l l a i r c r a f t operated i n scheduled a i r transportation shall be equipped 
with f l i g h t recorder's, ' 

The purpose o f ' t h i s amendment i s to permit scheduled air- carriers to 
operate a i r c r a f t , of less-than 10,000'pounds maximum authorized take-off 
'vrei'gh't. i n ' passenger .and cargo service without I n s t a l l i n g f l i g h t recorders,, 

investigation has shown that the construction of a i r c r a f t of less 
than 10,000 pouhds maximum authorized take-off weight does not provide 
adequate protection for t h i s delicate equipment i n the event of a severe 
crash. The weight penalty on the smaller a i r c r a f t i n r e l a t i o n to the use­
f u l load i s more severe than on the larger types of transport a i r c r a f t , 
The majority of l i g h t e r a i r c r a f t arc used i n day VFR operations and gener­
a l l y are flown for short distances at low a l t i t u d e s . The value of a f l i g h t 
recorder i n the investigation of accidents involving these a i r c r a f t i s not 
s i g n i f i c a n t . 

For the reasons stated above notice and public procedure nereon are 
unnecessary. 

I n consideration of the foregoing the C i v i l Aeronautics Board hereby 
amends Part- 6 1 of the C i v i l A i r Regulations ( l i * C F R , Part 61, as amended) 
effective Kay 1, 19U84 

By amending § 6 l . 3 h l to road as follows; 

6 I . 3 I 4 I Flight recorder.. No a i r c r a f t of lOyPOO p&unds or more maximum 
authorized. t A f e - b f i - vreigblt shall be operated i n scheduled a i r transporlation'" 
a f t e r Juno 30, 19U8, unless i t i s equipped with Instrumentation to record 
continuously during f l i g h t the a l t i t u d e of the a i r c r a f t and the v e r t i c a l 
accelerations to which the a i r c r a f t may be subjected, the values of both 
those items to be recorded against a time scale of at least 2 inches to 
the hour. The recording devide shall be substantially protected from 



j a r r i n g find frcm the effects of f i r e and shall be located as f a r back i n 
the fuselage 'as precticable, i n any case at least a f t of the most rearwara 
bulkhead. 

(Sees;, 20£ ( a ) , " 6 b l , 60U, 52 Stat. 981*, 1007, 1010; h9 U.S.C, 12$ ( a ) , 
S5ij 554) 

By the C i v i l Aeronautics Board.: 

/s/ K* 0. Eulligan 

( S ^ i ) • '• M . C. Mulligan 
Secretary 

Part 61 las t printed August.1, 1946, 


